
First established in September 
2009, Fulwood Academy is 
the first academy to join the 
Dunstone Education Trust.

The single academy trust 
is committed to helping its 
students develop and grow 
into confident and self-assured 
young adults, striving to ensure 
that their students blossom into 
active learners through their 
dedicated teaching.

Here, David discusses the Access software 
and how he found the remote  
implementation process.

Having implemented the Access Finance software remotely, I’ve 
been really impressed with the intuitive nature of the system 
and the support from the team at Access. I’m not the most tech 
savvy, but I really enjoyed the training which kept me engaged 
for three full days!

During the training, we were able to work step-by-step through 
a range of scenarios and processes to ensure that I was fully 
prepared for the system going live. Of course, getting to grips 
with any new technology can take some time, but having the 
team at Access on the end of the phone is providing us with  
real reassurance. 

We have been using the Access Budgeting software for some 
time now and I’m excited to finally have two systems that talk to 
each other; this should save the finance team a huge amount of 
time as they can now streamline their reporting and  
data sharing. 

Finance

David Brookes, director of finance and 
operations at the Dunstone Education Trust 
manages a single site academy in Preston, 
Lancashire. As the trust looks to expand and 
grow, David has seen the value of moving 
from a server-based system to an integrated, 
cloud-based solution. 

      We have been using 
the Access Budgeting 
software for some time 
now and I’m excited to 
finally have two systems 
that talk to each other; 
this should save the 
finance team a huge 
amount of time as they 
can now streamline 
their reporting and  
data sharing.    
David Brookes,
Director of Finance and Operations
Dunstone Education Trust
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About Access Education:

For over a decade, schools, academies, multi-academy trusts and 
local authorities have benefited from our extensive knowledge and 
understanding of the sector. The Access Education software suite 
provides efficiency and engagement across your whole educational 
establishment. From finance and curriculum-based planning, through 
to HR, payroll, recruitment and screening, hosting and facilities 
management, all your school’s software is brought together in one place 
on Access Workspace. And if you need any help, our team of Education 
experts are on hand to provide tailored support and training during 
implementation and beyond. 

Over 9,000 schools and academies across England and Wales – that’s one 
in three – choose Access Education to transform the way they work, giving 
them the freedom to provide outstanding education.
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Previously, we were using an old, server-based Civica system, 
but this simply wasn’t adequate for a Trust looking to expand. 
The fact we can log into the Access system via the cloud means 
that as we grow, the central team can view key documents, 
metrics, and performance charts from anywhere, as well as 
being able to consolidate accounts. 

It made sense to implement these systems now, before our 
imminent expansion, to give us the best chance of success.
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