
Rachel Carter, head of finance at  
The Kemnal Academies Trust (TKAT) uses 
the Access Finance and Budgeting 
software to ensure a collaborative 
approach is taken across their 45 
primary and secondary academies. The Kemnal Academies Trust 

is one of the largest Multi-
Academy Trusts in the South 
& East of England comprising 
of 45 primary and secondary 
academies. Their aim is to drive 
educational standards through 
the provision of outstanding 
teaching, leadership and 
learning for all. 

Here, Rachel shares her thoughts 
on the software.  

I joined TKAT eight years ago and we’ve always used the  
Access Budgeting software. We implemented the  
Access Finance software about four years ago and having two 
integrated systems has made a huge difference. Previously, the 
budgeting and finance systems weren’t very well aligned and we 
struggled to syncronise certain tasks, which really slowed the 
team down. 

For a trust of our size, having to manually consolidate reports was 
incredibly time consuming and it was essential that we found a 
more efficient process. The Access software has helped streamline 
this process, downloading all the required reports across our 45 
sites now takes around a day per month, and without the software 
this would take much longer.

I know the whole team finds the software incredibly user-
friendly and intuitive to use. This is especially helpful when new 
starters join, as it doesn’t take long to get them up and running. 
Familiarising yourself with a new system can take a little bit of time 
and I’m pleased the Access software hasn’t acted as a barrier in 
slowing down our newer team members.  
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https://www.tkat.org/
https://www.tkat.org/


About Access Education:

For over a decade, schools, academies, multi-academy trusts and 
local authorities have benefited from our extensive knowledge and 
understanding of the sector. The Access Education software suite 
provides efficiency and engagement across your whole educational 
establishment. From finance and curriculum-based planning, through 
to HR, payroll, recruitment and screening, hosting and facilities 
management, all your school’s software is brought together in one place 
on Access Workspace. And if you need any help, our team of Education 
experts are on hand to provide tailored support and training during 
implementation and beyond. 

Over 9,000 schools and academies across England and Wales – that’s one 
in three – choose Access Education to transform the way they work, giving 
them the freedom to provide outstanding education.
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“

“

        The Access 
software has 
helped streamline 
our processes. 
Downloading the 
required reports 
across our 45 sites, 
now takes around a 
day per month and 
without the software 
this would take 
much longer.

The fact the system is accessible from anywhere is hugely 
beneficial, this was particularly felt during lockdown and allowed 
us to focus more on supporting our colleagues with remote 
working. We’ve continued to work closely with the team at 
Access and feel that they always listen to our requirements, 
there’s always the opportunity to adapt or make adjustments in 
line with the Trust’s needs.

Rachel Carter, 
Head of Finance, TKAT 
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